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PHILIP NICKEL
Professor, Department of Philosophy

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE

“TRUST, STAKING, AND EXPECTATIONS”

Abstract: Trust is a kind of risky reliance on another person. Social scientists offer accounts of trust that can be characterized as predictive expectation accounts and as staking (betting) accounts.  I argue (1) that these two views of trust are different, and (2) that there are counterexamples to both.  I then set forward an alternative account of trust as a kind of moral expectation.  This moral expectation account throws new light on some of the consequences of misplaced trust.  I use the example of physicians’ defensive behavior to illustrate the point.
November 16, 2007
SSPB 5250
12:15-1:30pm
Light Luncheon Will Be Served~Please RSVP by November 13, 2007 to
~Sandy Cushman scushman@uci.edu or 949-824-3344~
