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Interview date: March 8th 1999. 
Born in Berlin January 6th 1917 to George Schuland (sp). 

Q: You never disciplined with harshness. You said that was the caricature of the German 
I don’t know how much about the caricature but the families that I know they made  expectationsof their kids as they were behaved and didn’t disgrace them but I don’t remember too much harshness. School in Germany was more demanding than of my kids, my own children. Those were more disciplined. If I’m not mistaken, when the teacher came into the classroom, the whole class stood up. I remember that. In languages, we had to take two languages, Latin and Greek or English or French or any combination of those but there was no Spanish or anything.

Q: And when did that start though?

Memory isn’t too reliable but my feeling is that our first foreign language instruction was at ten or twelve. Twelve was the latest but definitely at ten. I remember I went to a college preparatory school. A lot of school kids didn’t go to that. You definitely took 2 languages and it was not emphasis on the spoken word but very much on grammar, vocabulary, and drill which has its drawbacks but also has its compensatory factors. In my sense of grammar in French is very good and I am not likely to make mistakes in that area but my fluency has dropped since I left. Every year gets worse because I don’t have patience(check) to speak it. 

Q: But you are fluent in German and English. You speak French or you did Latin or Greek? Which one was it?  
I didn’t take Latin. I started but I didn’t like it so I dropped all of that. I was fluent in French once and I guess we could call me fluent in now to the extent that I can see anything I want to say and could, if absolutely necessary, give a lecture in French. 

Q: That’s pretty good!

No, I would have trouble. Now, I could read French but I have for instance, virtually no vocabulary with sort of slang or idiomatic stuff. 

Q: What is your first political memory?

My first political memories were, if you could call it political and I think I would call it political, is the visibility of the Depression. People standing and selling apples or pencils and the anger of people. The news reel and the movies talk about it. That is sort of not too vivid but I was certainly aware of the fact that there was a Depression and that there were people who didn’t have jobs and were hungry. 

Q: Was your father affected by that? His business? 

No, no. My family was too comfortable for that. I remember, for instance, going for a walk once probably still with my  family_________, I don’t remember. This was before Hitler and we must have been fairly well dressed, I mean, not elegant but I guess comfortable. _______.One of the men yelling some obscenity at these well fed, you know well, kids that want coats. It must have been winter, I don’t remember. And I do remember that made a big impression on me and the idea was so far to me that somebody wouldn’t have enough to eat. So that, I do remember I do remember of course, my family being concerned about the increased tension or unrest when the economy and unemployment rate went so high and so on and how one cabinet after another was formed and couldn’t maintain it so I do remember. By that time I was old enough and was in high school. So, I remember that very clearly. I rem
ember the day that Hitler came to power because I was leaving and mentioned it in the piece that I did for Suito (sp). Me and a cousin of mine bought a newspaper and he would read the headlines and say “Oh well, it can’t lost long. A crazy guy like that wouldn’t stay in power very long.” But we were wrong. That I do remember. 

Q: So you thought that he wouldn’t last long? 

Neither did my father. We didn’t want to believe it. He had plenty of opportunities to leave Germany because his business was international, international meaning European. There were many places that wanted him to come and set up a business there. He was just very mad. Pro-Germany general ________ and he just didn’t think it would last. Peter Gaes (sp) book in some ways is sort of similar to that in the beginning that they couldn’t believe it so I think that a lot of people felt that way in the beginning. 

Q: When did you begin to change and realize were not going to work out so well? 

There were two things. My mother from the beginning wanted to leave Germany. 

Q: Because of Hitler or just...

Even before, she said things just don’t look good here. 

Q: Because of the economy? 
No just the economy. See, there were so many of these classes between communist and Nazis and street wars. She was worried but certainly as soon as Hitler came she was just absolutely determined that the family get out. The meantime, my parents got divorced and I think in ‘34 or ‘35. Then, my mother was the one that wanted to get out but I was living with my father and my sister was with my mother.

Q: How old were you then? 
I was either 13 or 14. I had a cousin who had immigrated to England or about to immigrate or had already. Her husband was absolutely determined that I leave Germany and kept saying to my father. If you don’t want to go but she’s got to get out of here. My father was very reluctant. My parents were the kind that didn’t want us to go to summer camp let alone go away. I really owe him, he’s dead now, tremendous gratitude because he kept pushing it. Then, Munich came. 

Q: That’s ‘38 then. 
That was ‘38. I’m sorry...I forgot to tell you. In the meantime, I didn’t apply for a regular affidavit because I really did not plan to come here but my relatives were here. [unclear] I had a visitor Visa because I was at least going to visit and see what it was like. I don’t really remember why I had a visitor’s Visa but I did. I was supposed to leave in October on the new Absadam(sp) which was then was the first ship in Munich on board. My father came in my room and said that there was no need for me to go anymore because everything will be fine. My cousin said don’t you dare let her go in Auschwitz how I got it. My mother in the mean time...

Q: So this sometime in ‘38, late ‘38. 

I came here during the hurricane season. It was really funny. I think I arrived here in October 15th or something. 

Q: To New York?

They lived in New Jersey. They lived in a big house. 

Q: What was his name, this cousin. It was a cousin’s husband? 

No, the cousin was in England but the people I stayed with was a cousin of my father who was born in this country. In other words, there was a branch of the family that had been here for three generations. She was one of them and married to this dentist in Orange or Newark. They lived in a big old house and I stayed with them for just a little while. Then, I had to leave again to Canada to get a student permit visa or something like that. I don’t remember all the details. Then, through the international student service...somebody must have told me to apply for that because then I wanted to stay and certainly didn’t want to go back. Somebody must have told me about the international student service. They offered me a fellowship to go some place and I still don’t remember. I had an offer from Redcliff and Greensburg College and Redcliff was offering me a full tuition and something else and would need to have sold so much money to get some real. Greensburg was a small Methodist college and offered me a full scholarship, room, board, tuition, and everything. I decided to go there. I had a boyfriend at the time who was a Princeton graduate and he said, “How could you go to Greensburg college? Look, the same guy teaches economics, history and government! You want to go to Redcliff.” I said that I would have to borrow money and he said, “Well then borrow money.” I said that I’d have to pay them back. He said that all students in this country had to borrow money and go into debt. That was a concept that wasn’t very well known in Germany. You didn’t buy anything unless you had some money. And I really in a way did not have any regrets because my English wasn’t that hot yet. As a result, this was not a highly competitive atmosphere. I could do well and did very well. Whereas if I had been at Redcliff, I probably would have gotten by but I would have just gotten by. This permitted me then to go on and make the some dumb decision after that. I had a fellowship to Syracuse University(sp), and one to Fletcher’s School of Law and Diplomacy(sp). I’ve never heard of Fletcher’s School of Law and Diplomacy and Syracuse University sounded like a real university, so it was Syracuse. From there, I went to Clarkson (sp). It’s funny how if I were now advising a student, I would advise them very differently but you never know what something is good for. 

Q: What was the name of the cousin and the husband who were so important in getting you out of Gemany? 
His name was Seckel, Frederick(sp). He is a very interesting man.

Q: Did you ever see him again?

Oh yes I saw them. He’s died quite a while ago. And his wife who was my cousin(unclear), we traveled a lot in Europe, once we headed back to Europe after the war. We used to travel with her. We were very active He didn’t...he and she are very interesting stories telling you how refugees have different lives. I don’t know much about his family background. They were both considerably older than I was but whether he came from the well off family or not I don’t know. He married someone, not my cousin, from a very old German family. The kind of the families that you read about in Virginias (sp). They lived in Plutnams (sp) outside of Berlin, ruled their horses in their polo players. He married this woman.

Q: Your cousin?  



No, this was his first wife. It was his first wife. She came from Plutnam. They owned a large steel or copper company, something in metal. He was apparently really a business genius. He really built up that place. He saw the handwriting on the wall very early and left. The day ____ Hitler came, all had put lots of his money into... 

Q: Was he Jewish? 



They were both Jewish. When they came to England, the British, interned the enemy aliens. All of the men were in a sort of interim camps. And she was of course all right .I forgot, he had then divorced his wife before _____. She had moved long before that and remarried a physician, an American, I believe and had moved to the United States and lived in Cleveland. Then, he had married my cousin. They came and went together to England. They let him out of the interim camp because they needed people with his skills. They then gave her a work permit to work a course(check) in something really quite menial that had to do with copper. I forgot. She was a supervisor and copper cables as well. Cable is what these people were making. 

Q: So communications and things like that?
 Yes. They treated them very well. She asked someone why they had permitted that. You have every reason in the world to be good workers. Our own people take our time, every other hour for tea and they are not afraid. You people are afraid, if you don’t really put out, so to speak, then you go back into these camps. So, he made a lot of money too. He died relatively young. I don’t think he died young. He had a bad heart. He was a very musical guy and played Chamber music and all that. But, that’s how I got out.

Q: Did you ever see your parents again? 



My mother, yes. My father died in the camp. My mother and my sister left...they had a lot of diplomatic connections and they left after I left. They went, because at that time, all the borders were closed, one of the Argentina diplomats had got them to Argentina. So they spent war in Argentina. My sister married there, an American who was a lawyer and military adversary(check) to the American Embassy. 

Q: But now she lives in Paris.

And then he died and she married a Frenchmen. Once she headed back to Europe. My mother stayed in ______. After the war, they came to this country ____ I saw them a lot. Then my mother went back to Europe. She really never liked this country. It was too unmannered, too this, too that. She went back to Europe and I went to Europe, that’s when I went fairly regularly. And she died in Europe. 

Q: Did she ever marry again?

No. 

Q: What happened with your father. Did you lose contact with him or what was it?
He died. Well, I had contact with him as long as he was free. Once he was in the camp, no, I didn’t know what happened. And eventually through the Red Cross, __________. It’s one of those things. I don’t really even know which camp he was in. One of these days I’m going to the Holocaust Museum in Washington and really look this up because they have records of everything. I don’t know how it was from the time in a camp until he died but he was a man at that time in his 60's He was absolutely unwilling to come until just about before he was deported. He would say nothing was going to happen. Then of course, the last letter he wanted to come but he couldn’t. People couldn’t get out. But... 

Q: I was thinking last night we were talking about one of my sons, Alex who is a very sensitive boy actually. He has a good friend who just had a mother who died of cancer. The father was a computer person and is like one of these typical computer nerds. He has no idea how to deal with any emotional issue, he has never been involved in the children’s lives at all, and this child is brilliant but has no emotional strength whatsoever, no support of any kind of parent line. He’s pretty much dropped out of school. 

He’s seventeen?

Q: He’s sixteen. He’s a junior. He was in all the same honors classes as Alex. He’s very introverted so he doesn’t see anybody. He tends to go to bed odd times and sleeps all the time. So Alex was talking to him and was late coming into dinner and he said why? We were talking about how difficult it is for a child if their parent dies even in their teenage years. It’s something that you really...I don’t think you ever really recover from it fully. It changes you.

No, I think kids have weird ways of dealing with it. Our oldest son had a friend, he came home one day. The weirdest thing happened. I had said Where did you go and play, I forgot the kid’s name. Let’s say Bill. I said, Did you visit Bill? You know, he’s only in high school. He said, no, just a little bit. I said, well what happened, did you guys fight? He said, 

something weird happened. I went up and dropped my bike home. He was sitting on the porch and after a while he thought let’s go in and play games whatever games they were playing. He said, We can’t go in. He said why not?  He said, because they’re people there. He said, what difference does it make? He said, well my father died yesterday. ________. The kid never mentioned that you know. The kid never mentioned that. Herb (check) said that this was very typical when someone (check) can’t cope with it. So Ken came home, Isn’t it strange Why wouldn’t he would have told me it either way so Herb explained it. 

Q: I can’t begin to relate the kind of situation where a normal kind of American situation where a child’s parents dies. I can’t even begin to imagine what it was like in the situation where you have a father, you must have been very close to him...
You have to look at it in a sort of different ways. That’s where you have to visualize a person in a setting. I was by that time, already a club(check). Now, I had known because we got the news. I had known for the last two or three years that things were terrible in Germany. I had known that he wasn’t communicating with me. I didn’t know whether he was in the war or whether he was in the camp or whether he was alive or any of the...

Q: Did you know about the concentration camps though? 
I still remember very early after Hitler, not after Hitler, but a few years later, there was a serialization in a book. In fact, you know who mentioned it? It was Peter Gae(sp) mentions the same book only I read it as a serialization in the Reader’s Digest. Address unknown and letters were returned because of the person is in the camp. So, you suspected something. When you hear the news, it comes in a terrible shock but it is something that you almost expected everyday. It’s like when you’re a parent who’s very sick in the hospital. Their phone rings at night. You always think its from the hospital, it may not be but it is. And I think, therefore, as I think back, that I was horrified and furious at the same time but not surprised. I think that is a very different reaction than when you get a call and your father got killed in an automobile accident and had no reason to anticipate. I think in a way it’s not the same of course but Ruth Jones is born now _______. I think she knew for a couple of years that these things were trouble. 

Q: What there before that any kind of panic to try to get him to get out when he kept getting these letters saying it’s fine it’ll be ok? 
The panic was as long as I was in Germany and my mother was in Germany, who kept hammering at it. Afterwards, there wasn’t a panic to get him out because in part it was getting so difficult to get him out. So he doesn’t want to go and there is no opportunity to get him out. So, the frantic effort that we made some other route to get him out most cases were unsuccessfully and others successfully. See, it’s because of that situation and that made it very difficult, different. And what made it different was when this country, you had every reason to anticipate the worst. Whereas I think some of the people in Europe still could kid themselves. We were so convinced. I remember that, when we read about battles for instance in the Pacific Ocean or in Europe that went badly. It really didn’t bother us so much because we knew we would win. So the question would be could they live long enough. You know, that was the hope that they would live long enough until the war was over but there was never any, at least I don’t know anyway, who was really afraid that Hitler would win. I don’t know about that. You ought to ask your mother sometime when she was in ________.

Q: I’ve talked with my mother about that actually. Do you ever wonder why it was that your, you look at these two people and they were both obviously married to each other and some things in similar even though they were divorced in ‘34 or ‘35. But, your mother right away sensed that things were not good and that they had to get out whereas your father didn’t? Do you know why?

First of all, I don’t know whether my father didn’t sense more than he had admitted. My father did not speak foreign languages and he was very, I think, plain afraid. He was a man who was always in control of the situation and here was a situation where I think he was afraid. Now that’s strictly conjecture. My mother never liked the Germans. For her, she could suspect the worse and to want to leave. She traveled a lot when we were little. She would be gone for several weeks. She always liked to travel abroad; Italy and France. The one was more cosmopolitan than the other. I think that they were very different people anyway.

Q: You said that your mother never liked the German but she was German. How did she think of herself in terms of ______? 
Well, she thought of herself as German, very definitely. She came from an old German family but she didn’t like...It sounds foolish but it isn’t. She was a very elegant, very cosmopolitan lady. She thought that the vast German population as stanch and clumsy. When Malin Hawskin(sp), when I took her with me to Hanneburg(sp), we were involved in a research project. She saw these German women in these low heeled shoes, with their big hats, you know like Melon Obright(sp) wears. Then they were well anchored on the floor(check). She used to absolutely hysterically laugh(check) and that wasn’t my mother’s style. She was very different in that way. She liked elegant hotels and she was very different from my father. They were both very similar in that they read a lot and they liked theater and dance and Opera but otherwise, they were very different. 

Q: Did they think of themselves as Jewish or was that an important part of their identity or not? 

No. They had the kind of _____ Jewish that most assimilated Germans. They knew they were Jewish, they didn’t pretend that they weren’t, they didn’t hide that they were Jewish. I don’t know how they would have felt if I had married, which I became very close to somebody who wasn’t Jewish, but I didn’t want to in the long run then after all. But, I imagined, although I can’t swear to it that probably most of their friends were Jewish. They thought of themselves as first and foremost, Germans. You ought to go and sometime talk to ...It’s too bad. You didn’t go to the ISTP (sp) meetings in winter? 

Q: No
Judy Gercin (sp), who is at Rutgers but is a sociologist, comes from...I mean she was born in this country of course. But, I think her parents came as children or very young people from I think, Austria, I could be wrong. She all of a sudden, has got an answer to the question on how Jews in Germany or Austria acquired a sense of identity. She had some very interesting ideas about it. If she comes to Amsterdam, which I doubt, you ought to really talk to her. She would be a good person to talk to sometime. I don’t know how far her research has gone but she’s done quite a bit of work on that.

Q: The little that I’ve read on ethnic identity, social identity, it’s not at all uncommon for a group of people to really... It isn’t that they don’t have an identity, they have an identity, it’s multi varied. Being Jewish and being Serb or being Croatian may be part of it but it isn’t a salient identity until something happens and someone else all of sudden says its salient.

Especially on the outside. I mean, the idea that you were talking about the other day that it’s _________. For instance, I take it that your protestant right? 

Q: I’m not really anything 

What were you brought up as? What were you parents?

Q: Well my father considered himself an existentialist humanist and my mother was a transcendental Daoist but it was basically a Christian community that I grew up in. 

If I asked you, If I met you at an international meeting, you’d say I’m American. And I think that was very much the same. See, that’s the big difference between me and my husband because he came from a different family. First of all his parents were not born in America, his mother I think was nine when she came to this country. They lived in the real ghetto and he was always in a way, reminded by his parents and has become much more conscience of it now that...

Q: He was Jewish than you were. 

Yes. I think his aunts really sort of wasn’t ______ when we got married but it was very interesting. We really were one topic on which we virtually had nothing in common. It’s rather interesting. 

Q: So you were aware that you were Jewish but it wasn’t a very important part of your identity when you were growing up . Did you ever see any anti-Semitism when you were young? Did you experience it? 

I did never experience any but of course, when I was in school after a while, some of my friends in there certain afternoons of the week... See, we had school two or three times _____________. They’d come in the uniform of the Hitler youth because they would go to meetings afterwards you know like kids go to school(check)______. So I was very aware what never happened to me and I _______ because I left before the Krystallnite (sp).. In school ________, there were certain friends that wouldn’t talk to me. So I always feared that I do know of course, one thing that I was fully aware about anti-Semitism and when Hitler came. The newspaper, what was it called, the External (sp) or something So I made damn sure that if I was sitting in the subway with men in SS uniforms, I didn’t step on their toes. I mean, literally not just figuratively or that I didn’t put myself in a position where I could easily insulted or otherwise.

Q: So you started being more careful once Hitler came to power?
No question about that. We lived out in a section in Berlin which was not too far where the Olympics were. I remembered how pleased I was when ___________ won. At the same time, I never seen a black man, it’s the first black man that I ever saw was in New York City. It was there ____ I went to a drug store ________ and at the counter bought a sandwich. This tall big black man cut my sandwich. Something _______ Do you want to eat that?  But there was also a young women that won fencing match who was very blond, typical German, but she was Jewish and how pleased we were that she won. The argument was that she was the best fencer they had and Hitler said, I determine who is Jewish or someone. 

Q: So she said she wasn’t Jewish? 

No she wasn’t.  But, I mean, I have unpleasant recollection but I had nothing personal that was unhappy but I do remember _______ . It’s very opposite that I came on the new Amsterdam(sp). And I was standing at the railing, I guess I was unhappy, scared, homesick. I was crying. There was a man who was ___________________. He said, don’t cry, you’re getting out. That’s when I was leaving to the United States. You know the first few years, when I came from Germany, as much as I had every reason to be glad to be out of there, I was still very pro-Germanist, thinking how much more this we were and how much that we were. The Germans imbued to well _______ with a sense of cultural superiority that really was very unpleasant. I think back on it but at the time I couldn’t realize it. 
Q: But you yourself never actually really experienced any anti-Semitic incidences when you were a child? 

__________________. I absolutely refused to...I didn’t want to do the chapter because I said I don’t fit into your volume . The only anti-Semitic comment that I could ever remember came from our governess. She had a fight with my mother or my father or something. She muttered “What do you expect from the Jews?” Now that I remember but I don’t know how old I was. I must have been quite young. That’s the only thing I can remember, the only thing.

Q: But the story in the park with the governess and the people, the man cursed you because you were rich.

Yes, because we were well fed and had warm coats on. I still remember something about full belly and warm coats. No, but I really to this day, don’t believe by the way, that it was as pervasive. I think Hitler managed to work it up pretty damn well but I don’t think it was that. I think that anti-semitism there, I think there’s some anti-Semitism here. Not as much here but...

Q: No there are bigots (sp) here. You mentioned Goldhaug(sp). Let me ask you about that. What do you think about his thesis that there was something particular in the German. 
Let me put it this way. First of all, I haven’t read all of it in the first place but his thesis...There are two things that I really object to it. His theory isn’t almost the genetic make up of the Germans. Now he wouldn’t go that far but that’s the implication. Well damn it, that’s precisely the thing that we want to get away from. I mean, so that bothers me. The second thing that bothers me, he’s arguing on a single basis of one particular group of Research Order Police Battalions. He said that they were typical all Germans. He has no data or evidence that’s true. By the way, I haven’t read it yet but I’ve saved a book review of a week ago. Herb(sp) said that there is a book on Germans...I’m going to look at it tonight and I’ll let you have it.

Q: In the New York Times or in the New York Review books? 

The New York Times. He says he took strong objection to Goldhaug(sp).

Q: I know there was something in there last week that had a very good review of three or four books in the last issue of the New York Review books that was on Hitler and how he became Hitler. That was a really excellent one. It talked about the extent to which that Hitler happened by chance, that he was in that direction. It was sort of psychoanalytic discussion. He was someone that was kind aimless and lost and happened to get sent by his captain to anti-Bulshevik school and then kind of has a quote from the captain saying, “He was like a little puppy waiting for someone to take him in.” But, it was very interesting. 

[Side B]

 That’s the weird thing about my experience in Germany 

