
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presents 
 

WHEN CONSCIENCE CALLS: MORAL 

COURAGE IN A TIME OF CONFUSION 

AND DESPAIR 
 

BY 

Kristen Monroe 

Chancellor's Distinguished Professor  

of Political Science, UC Irvine 
 

What is moral courage, and why is it 
important? This paper explores moral 
courage in difficult political times through 

interviews with over 50 individuals who have 
demonstrated moral courage. It offers a conceptual definition of 

moral courage and identifies several critical factors driving moral courage. 
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